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«r before heardaf such an  attempied petitions addressed 4e the Board of D -
@ = , asurpation of pewer on te part of any ovus, for a mesting to be held on Au-
r ' ' body of people, strikimz as it dosent:a st 19¢th fo itulas the matter mp in due ;
g e ; l O : l C e vital basic pprino ple of the republio and dorm. The eneeriies «of Mitch it:is al- ! 28
' it]m-rt-.‘rit:uz Witk the .wosted powers of Ciexed, disegded Bre Board of Descons,
the courts.

'HHB P};E - S i .""- which the mttar should have been

- we%ered bheflore #¥he congregation was call
L 90 1O pass mpax it ilscause of boand was
W Arvorable so WEtcheE,

The qmestion ibeforasn: is, Cam TS,
and repressnttives ofs cecret UNERITie-
tions name ‘the pastore  for clhmrchas,
thus depemingithe boma-fide membars ol
the clmmh-oj’-tﬁ.uﬁnﬂa’ns in this wat-
ter?

Can thay stifle and meazzle the puklic

Statement.

A Review of the First Baptist

WPSHN MITE (ELL, JR. EXCUTDED,
FEOM CHUBON.

Unsigned..

JOHN MTICHELL’S POSITION.

press, which, as the bulwark of Irsewty |} Riswt Africsr Baptist Chwench mueﬂ‘?"(“;‘;ﬁ';‘::{"gﬁﬁ"“ -~ ey The True Reformers And The
Chanh Trout'le. I;a:r;‘ o:hun_ed .vfnd sent _fm-t-h to  esRese; 3 = 2

«at JPublivation in the FPlandt—
Meetimz Lasted Many MHonrs

I

Secret Circular.

THE "PRESS AND ITS MISSION.—A VESTED RIGHT '

(Richmond Tin; ==, Aug. 9, 190)

Laibmuiae 1 ¢ IThe friends of John Mitchell, wditor

QUESTIONS \WHICH DEMAND

&f The PLasg
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Punish & tribane Sh ke ey Tl G thn charehs Lo nidering the action
The; Gospel Rule—Rights of the Deacon Board.—Roth [bone whe s b tn their intemssts. L cudin e e e ek

elueding him from its mer 1bership,
“Slitchell mid yesterday that he was
m 20 way dimnayed at the actiontaken

foet Monday night, for he felt that he

L Johu M5echell, Jr. editor of the PLax

r.and ome of the amown oolored
r:nnn in‘the State, been axcluded
rom:¢hé First African Baptist ‘Uhmrch

= God's and Man’s Law Disre
& Will Contend to the End.

worked nightzand day in pleading ther'
cause in gherferum of the nation®

Can they attemptdo ~ripple his ity
once and boast of sheir prowess im the b

garded.——The Tesue Joined.

peal to the Cenmstitution.—A Word About Salkirics.

Aan Ap
A Law Unto Themselves.
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protegted against one of the mest out.
rageons desecrations of (God s how se ever

seen in this or any other comsaunity.

You arefamiliar no doubt wich the
dis ful  proceedings  of ‘Monday
uight, Jume 3, 1901, when I with - others
was jeered, hooted and tlma?tuned b'w:ith
bodily in on aocountof not  being
fnvmhlt-jmhl- candidacy of Ree. W,
T. Johnson.

THEOHARGE AR PRBEEZNTED.

E Encagh for that! Saffice it to say that
injury was added to insultvwhen upon a
trumped up dharge of having been.guil-
ty of a public offense, 1 was  again de-
nied the right of defense and in thetface
of the most- oetrageous partisan raling
by Rev. Tom H. Briggs, bra vots of
56 to 64 was declared excluded fromsthe
church. - Thus by 8 votes was .It‘tis out-
rage illagally ted. “This-was
done in & church with a memership of
2500,

The
the columus of the PLaxeT tho
letter of Rev.W. T. Jolmson ad
to the charmh and also the
of the charoh-meeting of July 1,

© THEE RICHT TO PURLISH.

ivate

ings
100

1 sume you know that as editor. of
the PLANET, it is my right and €uty te
publish iag 1 see fit, being respon-
sible only in the sourts of the eceumon-
wwmma en‘mﬂ:::! 'ml prg ti.

This is d im the Consti-
tation of tohfﬂvqnim Statesand .ehe Bill

.of Rights irginis.
It i?;bsu.nd to-say that a ri ht—e vest-
-ed right in the pecognized law of this
country is a crime in the recognized law
of the church. :

It is a-fact that ﬂmmhis ugonalmii:;
the constitution of the irst Bapt
Charch which.says that the proceedings
of 5 church shall not be published in
the.columns of a newspaper. Naeither
is there any punishment provided for so
doing.

THE WORLB SHOULD KNOW.

Onthe tc;:::e:h hﬁ? it gs i.: well-known
rinciple that the.churc its meetings
3hcml do nothing which it iz ashamed
for the world to know. !
The e¢hurch is net & secret organiza-
tion. It concediesrli?; righi tf‘- g:bhd‘;
its proceedings in a favorable light an
thereby acknow the right to pub
lish thz in an unfavorable
ight.
h“l’h& statement that an official letter
addressed to 2500 people is & private doc-
ument is 0o ridiculons to admit of a
moment's consideration. )
An official letter cannot be a private
letter. 1 had a right o publish it.

THE EDITOR'S POBITION,

I stated in the Praxer at the time
and assert now that if there isanythin
in the report of the i whie
is either incorrect or untrue, I stand

gavor of my right to publish,

ared people.sand that
oondemmad Hor exereising a privik:ge,

wvas that I patlished -in | conde

Lthe

dn dealin with all cases of discipline.

I have llsesn in the courts three ‘times
in defemseof my ri 4o pablish and
three times have white junies docidd in

"I TRONY OF DS,

It seemns to be the inony of fatetiat I
have beem but ouce heffore n body of col-
time have been

wWiich is known and wmecognized .tabe a
right by ailimacn, who hawe “the intelli-
@ence and ability to mndesstand ~the
fandamental principles untlerlyipg vur
forn of gewernment.

$Having thea overrididon:the laws of
maa, this ssme ring praoceded to. owr.
rifle the laws of God.

e AW VIOLaTED.

Bo where in the Rible whick is the
foumtain-hesdd ,of all law and isin faat
the guide to am.extent evem in the conrte
of the land can there be fomnd one word,
line wr syllable 40 cover the case or - te
mn a meniber, who ss editer mads
public the procsedings of the chorch.

It is plainly evident that this action
was illogal and woid.

I reiterate thensthat I hawe violated
uo law.of the charch. How then could
& demand be madeupon me tn adk par-
don when no offenss had beee comamit-
ted? How then conld I be legally . ex-
cluded when no rule of the churob had
been vialated? I de not presumethat it

is n for meto call attemsian to
18th ‘:Empter of Matthew, wthioch
sets fartk the proper rule of confuct

I of compl with the pravi-
sions, a paper containgng fo NIDAER
was presentad to the Doacon <duly
Tth, i for a meeting Monday
night, July 15th, and an effort was
made to exclude me without evansa
hering or even a notioe to appear.

THE GOSPEL RULE DIHEGARDED.

N0 one hadibeen to see me, buton mo-

tion, a writtea.communigation was sent
to me to ngpe-r at -the ehurch-meeti
Angust 5th to ghow cause.why I
not: e excluded.
Did you ever Lear of a eharch sending
a written communication ¢o a brother,
citing him to appear’ Do-you not know
that it was proper for the member, who
made the charge 0 go to the brother
against whom the charge was made,
and thapeby com with the mandato-
ry provigions of ¢he 18th Zhapter of
Matthew?

THE DUTY OF £HE CHURGH.

Certainly, a committee showld have
waited u him. Buat this was not
done. n 1 appeared befare the
chanch, I was brow- n and insualt-
ed. Although called to show canse why
I shonld not he excluded, when I abeyed
the charch and aﬁapmmd. I was denied
the t to do what the ehurch had di-
rec me to do and was excluded while
on the floor in my own defense.

I presame yom know that no case of
discipline ean come properly before the

[ camplaints of e lowly-and doing afl in}
my power toseenre for them the

rights
vwhich have wan =0 long denied.

Lelood. ny it.
STILL TEAVE FR.ENDE,

Ry friends jhave never deserted me
when my enemies sought to e
my rrin or rejoios at try defeat.

leave the amatteran the hands of a

gooxdt Grod, knowimg that despite all af
the stermy scemes ‘thragzh which I am
passipyr, 1 shall “after life's fitful fover,
sleepswell,” and ihe Maker of all good
and perfect gifts weill, i His own timmes,
wipedl’ teans frum oun eyos.

Respectfuilly sabavitted,
JOHX MITEHELL, JR.

"W hat Are We Here For?

The representative of one of cur white

Democrasic daily jammalsacalled on us

. g surpriss at the ac-

tion of ithe First Baptist Church re-

pmarked, ¥Mitckell, why der't you ask
Fthem, what are we here for

WANTED—A mas with horse and
sools, to work on shames a.<small farm
Wory neargity. Suitsble ‘for trucking
aud grazing. Goed chance for industri-
o s man anl wife. Apphy to'P. this office.

From Worcester, Mass.

To pay chwarch debt, Bev. W. B. Pear-
son, pastor ofifethe! A. M. .¥. Church

is gen grand rally wf his congre-
tion. 1t wiill be in the .dhuwch, Sun-
¥.Sept. 1. ¥n effort will be made to

crowi the chwurch aunditoringu at all
thresservices.

Special sermags will be at
10 o’clock in the:siorning, o'dock in
the afeernoon amd 7:30 ar might,

The wmain objeet of the ieto raise
funds o carry om: the church work and
seducesll debts. ¥t is expected that
every member wall give asum ofmoney.

Thereiis a debt of $1000 on the church
JPro /

‘Iﬁr?at-im which has

beem jn pro-
@wess for several waseks will oantinne
until September 1st. & mopey is
heing realiced each wight, but the pas

tor says an.effort hasto be made in ad-
dition. He hopes soms citizen will.come
and assist the church ju its
struggle for maintenapce. §
Warcester’s young men ase
ﬂm open gheir eyes since Sergt. Jas,
of 69 West St. retwrned home from
across the deep blue. Mr. Bell is a ery
bright young man and is working very
hard just now trying to form a mil.iht:'i:
in
. mattera
over, and there were 20is attendance

! that it-could not have been, $inoe mem.
s ‘bers of other churches wese present ane
were known to be , ant were not

' The charge $kat T havo in any way To- asked to wetire. comtends that for
1fleetod upon wiher faoctary people er thei* this.reason the ‘Were

labo ing cimsses in .any walk of life isifin the hamds of the and
[ teciabsurd te meguire a«daninl and verd i+ . publio rty.

He rﬁh aem
jeablisher, zo p'rn! &m

Foccurred in a practically open mseting.

He holds that ‘he has done nothing
'I‘xlj{. sl hence has noapol:gy to
VEAKY,

The meeting of last Wonday night
‘was pacteeularly intesesting. The at-
stendance at the opening was large, but
«#é the nighe wore on the crowd lessen
o untily wken the vote was taken, loss
rthan 200 parsons were in the room.

“The vote for exclusion stosd sixty -four
o fifty-six. The facts givem above were
btained with much care. The eRorts
ito see Editar Mitchell fin person failed.

A number of other persoss were sen
and their narratives were all practicelly
a8 given abowe.

But several of those seen daclared that
afactionakfight was behind the actisn
aaken by the church in withdeawing fel-
.Ia’;;hip from Edi:ur Mitchell. 450

¢ meeting, the report of whic Rane
«ffence to .50 many of the members of
the church,awas that one at which Rev.
W. T. Johnson, of Lexington was callad
toithe pastorste of the church. One fac-
tian wanted this minister, so it is said.

‘Bihe other faction, of which, it is said,
3 i belonged,
- ‘Walter Brooks, of Washing
It is claimed by some that the re-
in the PLaxer offended only the

n favorigg ltl he Rev. Johl;lm. and
as they were in t € majority, t were
able g0 take the action of I:.st ;z:ndny
n

t i said that Mitchell will be unable
to joim any other Baptist church in the
city, mnless that,church is willing to de-
clare that he has been wrongly treated
by the First Church.

JOHN MITCHBLL NOT DISMAYED,

Frieads Will Ask for a Reconsidera-
tion.

[Eveming Leader, Aug. 8, 1901.]

John Mitchell, editor of the Praxgr,
is not disturbed at the action of the First
Baptist Charch (colored) in excluding
him from its membership,

The action was taken on the part of
the church ag¢ a4 meeting held last Mon-
day night, which ran until 2 o'clock in
the morning. The camse of the action
was the publication of a letter in the
PraxeT, which certain members of the
Was a secret matter.

When seen this afternoon Mitchell
said that the action of the church Was
entirely contrary to the rules of the
church, and that, while he was exclnd-
od at the meeting, he did not consider the
action legal. His friends have called a

Mitetiwol] said yesterday that the action
of the eaurch on Manday night, whes
there were less than 260 puople of a can
Kregation of 2,500 t. wonld tess)
to disragt the ch

The Mocument ln;led-atilh er Lea¥
Corrt of Newport News Nonds 82,

The Thos. W. Mitchell monument has
foeon erected and veiled and ewarything
is being put in shape far ‘the 26th of
¢ ugust—unveiling day.

The Association desiresall these who
heve promisad sums of maney to turn it
in as early s possible so that they may
be.able to meet their obligations prompt
ly. All persans having books nme re-
“quested to hawe them in the headguar-
tem. of the Association, 305 N. 2n St.,
by Bug. 19th, (1901,

Ix the list gicen in the last issue, ghe
name of Richmond Lodge, No. 1, K. of
P. was unintentionally omitted

We wish toadinowledge the follow-
ing seatributions:

Richmond Lodge No. 1, K. of P. 25,00
W. R. Patterson, Bluefield, W. Va. 1.00
Silver Leaf Court, 241, I. O. C. New-
porr News, Va. 2.00
Invineikle Lodge. Gidd Fellows, 5.00

Some time previows to unveilingdsy &

er's stand will be erected facing
the monwument. A Fmeat cottage
has been erected at th?:furum:e to the
<emetary and the superintendent places
it at the disposal of :-E?;s persons attend-
ey the unveiling, and other comforts
reade as far as possible by the ovwners of
the cometary.

THE DEACONS IN SESSION,

They Hold Speeial Meeting—The
Chureh Meeting Ordered—Bro,
Briggs Wrathy,

The Deacon Board of the First
tist Church held & special meeting last
SBunday morning after services for the
purpose of granting the committes cer-
tain privileges in renovating the pulpit
farniture. Deacon A. W. Holmes, Man.
ﬁer of the True Reformer Hotel presid-

Bap-

Brother H. F. Jonathan presented a
petition signed by a long list of mem-
bers of the church askigg for a charch-
meeting to be held Monday night, Aug.
19th. 1901 to consider the case of John

Mitchell, Jr.

Rev. Tom H. Br&fm’ the sailor con-
teactor was on hand to oppose the grant
ing of the church,
the Deacon Board would be held ac.
countable, if it acted and intimated thag
they would be deals with by the church.

THE RULING OF THE CHAIR,
Chairman Holmes ruled that as Re

V.

:

munication has been open
the local secret circular
He declared that |2
“‘ran them to earth’
nous i

that the

institution and as sn

“We send copy
for your perusdl. '

A LETTER TO THE EIITOR.

It also contained & lotter ty pe-written,
well poncmanted, bei nﬁd tih: x::rk of n
person thorouglily train : type-
writing business. It is o madel of weat-
ness aud carrect gpelling.

It rends as foliows:
THE DENIALS &NF OTHER QUESTIONS,
“Ricsonn, Va., August, 1901,

EBditor, Richmont BLANET:
Knowing you ‘have always labared
te koep our people;posted on such things
as affect their interest, we beg you to
please ask the following questions rela-
tive to the secrot cirovdar, the Reformor
has .20 often mentioned throngh it col-
umuns recently: (1), I its contents are
false, why were the Chiofs of the Divi.
sionswrdered to summaon their messen.
gors iv secret moetings and instruct them
not to det it be read in thefr subordinate
Fountsins?

WANIS THE REFORMER 90 PUBLISH,

(2), If ghe circular is false, why does
the Reformer not publish its contents
and advise its readers to read the Guide
Book, issued by the Board «f Directors
prior to the last Grand Sittimg, read sec-
tion 2, page 19, of the Constitution, and
then read the reports of the Misntes of
the 19th and 20tk Aununal Seasions of
the Grand Foustain®

THE PRESIDENT'S SALARY.

(8), If the Presideut's salary and ghe .

of other certain officers were in- !
creased bofore the Isst Grand Sitting,
why were they not reported to the
Fountain for confirmation last
September’ Read the President's re.
port of the 20th Annual Sesgion and see
if he mentions it.  (4), How many of
the delegates to the last Grand Sitting
knew of these important changes?

THE SAFETY OF THR ORDER.

(5), How can an order be safe as long
as certain officers oan come together and |
have their salaries raised when ever
they feel like it and not report such to
the Grand Body when in ammual session
for confirmation?

Yours for the race,

SUBSCRIBERS."

It may be that Messrs. Burrell and
Hill are too busy getting ready to in-
stall the Trus Reformer pastor of the
First Baptist Church to prepare their
Answems,

THE FIRST TIME.

This is the first time that any ocom-

ed up between
committee and
&) public.
The failure of President Taylor to
'i8 rather an omi-
» Since it must be conceded
eat:lqnarter_s are in this city.

© Organization is an incorporated
ch is directly sub-
he court.

Th

oonnect

organized society to which
long in order to save their
heresies would come; that

nominations wounld g
each for itself, to be t
was divinely foretold
no wondser to ops wh
as you.

is this; yon
want to be popular
Jority of people in your
of Baptists, A
one of them

“What does it profi
the whole world and

man in the Gos
of the synage
by our
Lord
if oth
tion,

sions in the frie

to Mr. Robert D,
nounced to
o'clock p.

widow of the late
very popular,
employee of the T

the r of Bran
Manchester, Va

Wisasaros, Dew,, Aug. 8, 1001
My Dear Mr. Mitchell.™-
RS In to-day's Balti
SUN, d read an account of your e ulsion
fromthe Buptist Chureh o
Now, will yon permit me as an old.
friend of yours to give expression to Y
thougint that suggests itsel? 1o me? 1°
can, of aourse express no opinion as o
the facts connec with the case, since
I have neither heard nor read anything
beyond the few lines in the Spx.
INTENDED AS PUNISHMENT.
The action en the part of the. officers
of the First Baptist Church is, no do;ht,
intendod as o punishment aud’ will re-
ﬁ;:ct on you in the eyes of soms few peo-
ple.
But, after all, what does it musunt to
I have often wondered how' a man of
your intelligence and educavion could
himself with a nran-mado

charch.
THe LORD'S INTENRION.

The Lord intended his chureito be ary
all'must he.
souls. That
- different' de-

K up, asserting
@ Churclrof Chrisg
and shovld canse
0 has read as much,

THE ONLY TROUBLE.

The tronble with you, it
wWant to be sp
and

seems to me
ccessful, yom
since the mx

18 mad o
you think that you mn:t rg.

Did yon ever read those words:
& aman if. he

ine
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